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LATEST TEXTBOOK CHANGES BY NCERT

New tweaks in Class 12 history

book: Doubts over Aryan migration

RITIKA CHOPRA
New Delhi, April 3

FROM THE ASSERTION that
recent studies of ancient
DNA obtained from archaeo-
logical sources at Rakhigarhi,
an Indus Valley site in
Haryana, rule out Aryan
immigration to a call for
more research into whether
the Harappans and the Vedic
people were the same. These
are some of the significant
changes introduced by the
National Council for Educa-
tion Research and Training
(NCERT) in the history chap-
ter meant for Class 12 stu-
dents on the origins and fall
of the Harappan Valley civili-
sation.

These changes are part of
the revision and updating of
history textbooks under-
taken by NCERT for the acad-
emic year 2024-25, which
were recently communicated
to the Central Board of Sec-
ondary Education (CBSE).
NCERT, which advises the
Union government on school
education, is the apex body
tasked with drafting school
textbooks used by more than
four crore students annually.

Although changes have
been carried out in History
and Sociology textbooks for
Classes 7,8,10,11 and 12,
the most substantive have
been made to the Chapter
titled “Bricks, Beads and
Bones - The Harappan Civili-
sation” in the Class 12 His-
tory textbook called ‘Themes
in India History Part-1’

The additions and dele-
tionsrelated to the Harappan
Civilisation have been justi-
fied on the grounds that
‘recent evidence from
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archaeological sites’ war-
rantsa‘correction’in the said
chapter. The additions pri-
marily emphasise the ‘unbro-
ken continuity for 5000
years’ of the Harappan civili-
sation, reference recent
archaeogeneticresearch con-
ducted at the Rakhigarhi site
to rule out Aryan immigra-
tion, and suggest that the
Harappans practised some
form of democratic system.
Forinstance,to emphasise
‘continuity’, NCERT has
deleted a sentence that states
“It appears that there was a
break between the Early
Harappan and the Harappan
civilisation, evident from
large-scale burning at some
sites,as well as the abandon-
ment of certain settlements.”
The Council has added
three new paragraphs on the
recent DNA study at Rakhi-
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Rakhigarhi, states.

Further a sentence has
been added calling for more
research into the relation
between Harappans and
Vedic people. It states, “More
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garhi which mainly rejects
Aryan immigration and
emphasises that ‘Harappans
are the indigenous people of
this region.

“The genetic roots of the
Harappans go backto 10,000
BCE. The DNA of the Harap-
pans has continued till today
and a majority of the South
Asian population appears to
be their descendents. Due to
trade and cultural contacts of
the Harappans with distant
regions there is a mixture of
genes in small quantity. The
continuitywithout any break
in genetic history as well as
cultural history rules out
large scale immigration of
the so-called Aryans. This
research also indicates that
the people coming from the
bordering areas and distant
regions were absorbed in the
Indian society. At no stage,

1 the genetic history of the

NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given that the Share Certificate of Navin Fluorine International Limited
has been lost or misplaced and the shareholder of the said securities Mr Hasim Ibrahim
Natalwala now residing temporarily at Flat / B-302 Gemini Park Avenue NIBM ANNEXE
Pune-411060 has applied to the Company to issue duplicate share certificate.

Any person who has a claim in respect of the said securities should lodge such a
claim with the Company at its Registered Office located at 602, 6th Floor, Natraj by
Rustomjee, 194, Sir M.V. Road & Western Express Highway, Near Kanakia 351
Building, Andheri (East), Mumbai 400 069 within 15 days from this date , else the
Company will proceed to issue duplicate share certificate without further intimation.

Date : 3rd April, 2024

Folio Name of the |Face Value|Certificate| Distinctive Numbers' No. of
No. shareholder(s) | of Shares | No(s) From -To ‘Shares
08007403 | Mr Hasim Ibrahim .2 535881 |47446851 To47447105'1 255
Natalwala
Sd/-
Hasim Ibrahim Natalwala
Permanent address:
Place: Pune

House No 1763, Sheikhamujals Pole (Galiara Pole),

Ahmedabad 380001.

CONTAINER CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD.
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ﬂﬂHCGH Bhawan, C-3, Mathura Road, Opposite Apallo Hospltal, New Delhi-110076
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NOTICE INVITING E-BIDS (E-TENDERING MODE OMLY)
Onfine Cpen E-bids ere invited through two pecket opan fendaring sysiem from the RDED
approved soirces for progurement of Constant Contact Side Bearer (CCSB) for modificathon
of BLC & BLL WAGONS to RD30 Specification No. CONTR-02-MISC-2007 or Variant-& of
Wwih- Ei—lﬂﬁl}ﬁur Latest. Tha n-:rnpala bid documant can urﬂ]rbu l:l-:lwrlual:l-ed fram 1he wabsila

subm Jr the -:Il}cumnlnr gake price -nf TIR00A0 inchisive of 8 txes and n.uhes 1h-'r_|ugr| e-payment al
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Tendered Qumtity'
ELE Sacunlyr {E.am.ﬂ.a.t Ilnneﬂ_

Cost of Document (Mon-refundaibbe)

BT NETEL Lo o PEas E e ra=om -‘.a.'\.luunl.al'\.-\_ﬂ.r\_-d-v

T 1000/ I.hru:lugh anlina pag.'lnﬂn' galE-'A'al. o L-CIMEDH

S300 Hns
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Address and Place
of Opening

Tender processing fos T 3,540 (includinig GST (@18%) thrawgh anfina payment
(Non-refundabia) pateway to CONCOR

Period of Tendsr Sabe (Onlina) 04 042024 gt 1700 brs do 24,04, 2024 =1 1700 hrs

Date and time of Submisséon of Bid | 2504 2024 at 18:00 hrs.

Date and time of opening of Bid 2604, 2024 af 1100 birs.

Communication GEMT/ARES-, Conlziner Carporation of kndia Ltd., NS, MOBP Bulding,

3rd Floor, Othla Incusiral Estate, Opp. NSIC Okhla Metro Statian,
Werw Dlni=110020, Emall: akmishrafconcorindiacom

Far Cusalification Crberia, Experience with raspect to nauee of work: elc. phaass refar bo delabsd
lendar I'II:IlII:E available -:|n wabsiie ta ndemlzard: cn.'rrll'ECIL con r.nrln:ha ca, in &

said .l.wl;rs..aps-:lr.',' Mewspaper rln}-as advrﬂlswert nMII nal b I‘.'=.|,|EL:1 Torfhe same,
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CLASSIFIEDS

RECRUITMEN

SITUATION
VACANT

REQUIRED IN
M/S. VAS
INFRASTRUCTURE
LIMITED
(Company under CIRP)
a BSE Listed Company

having an office at
Borivali (West]

EMAIL YOUR CV AT:
cirp.vasinfra®gmail.com

MARK COPY TD
akgolecha®@gmail.com
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PERSONAL
CHANGE OF NAME

I JANVI YOGESH SHAH
allas JANVI ¥ SHAH D/O
YOGESH HARISH SHAH
W/0 SUYOG BAJIRAD
UGHADE R/O Plot No.9
Savarkar Nagar Satpur
Mashik Maharashtira-
422012 have changed
my name to JANVI
SUYOG UGHADE.

D040722598-1

THANKS GIVING

HOLY Spirit Thou who
makes me See
Evearything and Shows
me the way to Reach
My Ideals, you who
gives me the Divine Gift
to forgive and forget
the Wrongs that is done
unto me and who s in
all instances of my life
with me | in this short
Dialogue want to thank
yvou for everything and
confirm once more that
| do not want to be
Separated from you, no
matter how great the,
material desire may be
| want to Be with you
and my loved ones In
vour perpetual glory
forever Amen = ZDS

0070E86245-1

“IMPORTANT"

Whitst caim I laken grior &5 deceplanin nI
|||l.~||1 AIfg Copy. N m il poa bie o vanly
g conjenis. The Indisn Expreas (P
Liminsd cannel B hala |I.|I|.I|.II|'|||.I-! e
suth comety, e i anmy Wl Of dpmsga
mourrad 68 0 resdl Ol transactions with
companis, pescidionn of Advidunh
AdvEN @ing In Ak NEWRPARETE | OF
| Publipations. We Pareforne recommend
Ehaf PEAOOM Maxd RECESIATY AOSnm
Eafore sandisg any mesian or anlonng
inls any agiiormnts wilh adverisers oF
| efharwise Aot Of 40 athvertssman in
ANy MENNET WAFISCEvar,

Indianswas either discontin-
ued or broken. As the Harap-
pans started moving towards
Iran and Central Asia, their
genes also gradually spread
in those regions," the new
paragraph pertaining to the
archaeogenetic research at

research is also required on
therelationship between the
Harappans and the Vedic
people as some scholars have
argued that the authors of
the Harappan civilisation
and the Vedic people were the
same.” This sentence, NCERT
states, has been added for
‘critical thinking of the stu-
dents’

It’s pertinent to mention
here that ancient Indian his-
tory, especially the origins of
the Harappan Civilisation, is
a subject deeply divided by
ideological perspectives. Pre-
Marxist Indian historians
believe that the source of
Indian civilisation lies with
indigenous people who called
themselves Aryans and were
the same as the Vedic people.
In contrast, Marxist histori-
ans support the Aryan migra-
tion theory, arguing that the
Harappans were pre-Vedic.

Some of the other changes
made in Sociology and His-
tory textbooks include:

* In the Class 6 History
textbook a Chapter titled
‘Tribals, Dikus and the Vision
of a Golden Age’ talks about
Birsa Munda’s opposition to
‘missionaries and Hindu
landlords.’ Here, the word
Hindu has been dropped and
this omission has been justi-
fied stating that it reflects
the ‘diverse social back-
grounds of the landlords of
the time/

* In the Class 7 History
textbook Our Pasts-II, A
chapter titled ‘Devotional
Pathstothe Divine’hasa sec-
tion on Nayanars, saints
devoted to Shiva who
emerged during the seventh
toninth centuries. Under this
section, a sentence states
that there were 63 Nayanars,
who belonged to the differ-
ent caste backgrounds, such

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR TRANSFER /
ASSIGNMENT OF NOT READILY REALISABLE ASSET NAMELY TAG
SHWETA FORMING PART OF THE LIQUIDATION ESTATE OF

TAG 'DFFEI-ID-HE LIHITED (UNDER i.IQI.IIDA.TI'I.'IHJ

{Orcder passed by

at https.//lagaitshorg. i/

T r|1u al, Mumbai

Motice i heraby given to the |:lut|I|n:: in gt!nural under tl'-e Ins.l:ull.lenl:',' and Bankruptey Code
2016 ("IBC") and regulations theraunder, that the Wol-Readdy Realisable Asssts' (NRAA)
idantified and coversd hereunder of Tag Ofizhore Limited (in liguidation) {"Comorate
Dabtor™) stated mthe table balow is proposad to ba fransfarrad / assioned under Bagulation
ATA read with Schadule | of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (Liquidation
Process) Regulations 2016 " Liguidation Process Regulations™)

The interested applicants may refer o ihe detailed Process Information Document availabés

Submission of EDI akong with supparting documents and EMD Bpril 12, 2024
ty the Applicantis)

Verification of EOI, supporiing decuments and EMD by the Uquidator | April 17, 2024
Infirmation to Eligible Applicaniis) by the Liquidator April 17, 2024
Commencemeant of Oue Dipence and visit by Cualified the | April 17, 2024
Applicantis) on the NRR Assat _ .
Last date of Submission of Bid | April 24, 2024
Assat Dietails Tusg Tap Shwata

Basic Terms and Conditions (T&C)

consuftation with SCC.

under,

avallable al www lzpolishona.in,

and without amvy lability whalsoeves
&, This s not an offer dacument,

Mumbaij, 4* April 2024

|, The assignrment [ fransfer of tha NERS wilf be done on "AS 15 WHAT 18", "AS 15 WHERE
IS*, "WHATEVER THERE IS BASIS" and “NO RECOURSE BASIS™ withoul any
rapresantation, warranty or indemnity and sale of transfer shall fzke place after

2.5uch assignmant shall be- subject 0 provisions of BC 2016 read with Scheduia 1 of
Liguidation Process Requiatons, section 294 in particufar-and reguiations made thers

4. This notice shall ba-read in conjuncton with the Process indormation Document wihich i3
4 Liquidator sha¥ have right o reject any propesal without giving: eny reason.. Mere

subrmissionof EOl orpropgsal will not be considered as-aliaiment aof NRRA
5.Liquidator resarves the right to cancal or modify the process withoud assigning any reason

Sudip Bhatlacharya,
Liguidator of Tag DHshore Limiled

IBBI Regkstration no. IBBLIPA-D031P-POOED 201 7-1811 0703
Process Email: BquidatortagolfshoreE@dutfandpheips.com

Cia - Kroll Advisory Private Limided, 14th Floon, Raheja Towers,
damdra Kura Gomplex, Bandra East, Mumbai- 400 051

IBBI Registered Email; resolutionsudipigmail.com

|BBI Registered Address: 903, Quaensgate CHS, Hiranandani Estate,
{ff. Ghodbunder Road, Thane (W), Mum2ai -

- 400 DE7
Wabsite: www tagotishore.in

FORM B
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

[Regulation 12 of the Insolvency and Bankruptey
Board of India (Liquidation Process) Regulations, 2016]

FOR THE ATTENTION OF THE STAKEHOLDERS OF
SAFINTRA ROOFING (INDIA) LIMITED

PARTICULARS

DETAILS

1.|NAME OF CORPORATE DEBTOR  SAFINTRA ROOFING {INDIA) LIMITED
2, | Cate of "IL..:'I'FI.'I-.E*F.II' Uf'“'ﬂn.l:rﬂ Dabier 300772008
E]

Authonty Lnder which Lomarale Dabtor
[ Ir:np‘lrﬂlm‘lﬂngwm

RaC-Mumban

| Igsntification Mo of Corporate Debilor

pffice {if any) of Canporate Debloe

L I:a:nrm:m:eldenur'p‘mILmnEnllahllr:.- LU74800MH2008PLE1 85250

5 ﬁFd'B:SU[H‘FrEgﬁIEFEd aoffice & prinopal Heg{mmrﬂ‘l'ﬂna Address: Unit No_ 21, 1st Floor,
Kavyug Incustral Estate MIDS Crass Raad, ). B
Magar, Andheri [E, =i}, Mumbai City, Mumiai,
Mahereshira, Indis. 400059

-~

%, | Date of closure af Insclvency
| Resalution Process

120303024

EA Ligizdalicn commencement dale
of Corparate Debloe

‘I‘.!.i‘l]GIiMd- {The prier has baen communicated and =
raceived by the Souidaboran 0204/2024)

| 5 [Name & REg_slra‘.mIn:erm Insatvency
Prfessianal acting as Liquidator

Mr. Rakesh Nathwani
Rign. Hn IE'.EI BP0 1 IP- P 005800 20- 20241 3150

0 | Address and Email of the iquidadar
85 regratered wilth the Board

Address: G54 Mystigue Moods, Behind Symbiosis
Colege, Vimannagar, Pune, Maharashira, 411014
E-mail: rakesh@carmn.mn

10| Address end e-mall Ip be used for
corpaspandencs with the baquidator

1.| Last date for submission of Clarns

Correspandence Address: A0 Ingoivency
Prifessionai
 Didhi-110048. E-mall: r:lrpaaﬁr'“'rrmﬁn!}ﬁgrrai com
0200512024 Thrl]rdd,‘a frearrs The
receipt of the Liguidation Order)

LLP, E-104, Kadash Colony, New

Wotice is herabyy given fhit the Honbie Mational Company Law Triounal, Court-Iv, Mumba has ordered the
cammencemsnt of g katon of Safintra Roofing (ndia) Limited on 13th March, 2024,

The stakshalders of Safintra Roofing (India) Limited are herety called upon o submil & proc of their
{ﬁamsﬂiﬂclumrg ary update onar bedore DRIDSIG24, to the liquidator. 3 the address menficned aganst
Ham i

The firancial cradibars shall submil (hes peool of Sams by alclanic means only. A1 olher slakabakders
mey submil the prooflof dzims in person, by postor by aleclrorss means,

Subméession of false or misleading proofs of clalm shall attract panalties. Sdi-

Mr. Rakezh Mathwani
Liguidator

Ciate - 04.04.2024 safintra Roofing (India) Lim#ed

Place | New Dathi Registration No.: IBEITPA-0011P-P-02058/2020-2021/3190

o5
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as potters, ‘untouchable’
workers, peasants, hunters,
soldiers, Brahmanas and
chiefs.

NCERT has dropped the
words ‘caste backgrounds’
from this sentence and
replaced it ‘social back-
grounds’ with the justifica-
tion that ‘workers peasants,
hunters, soldiers reflect
social background’ and not
caste.

*In the fifth chapter (Pat-
terns of Social Inequality and
Exclusion) of the same Class
12 Sociology book, a section
on adivasi struggles starts
with: ‘Like the Scheduled
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes
are social groups recognised
by the Indian Constitution as
specially marked by poverty,
powerlessness and social
stigma. The portion that
states SCs and STs are
marked by poverty, power-
lessness and social stigma
has been deleted. This has
been justified by NCERT as
‘minor language editing for
better construction of the
sentence.

* Another example of Sar-
dar Sarovar Dam on the Nar-
mada river under the same
section on adivasi struggles
has been edited. The original
sentence reads: “Projects
such as the Sardar Sarovar
dam on the river Narmada in
western India and the
Polavaram dam on the river
Godavari in Andhra Pradesh
displace hundreds of thou-
sands of adivasis, driving
them to greater destitution.”
The part on such projects dri-
ving tribals to ‘greater desti-
tution’ has been dropped.

* An image of communal
riots in the sixth chapter of
the Class 12 Sociology text-
book (Indian Society) has
been dropped on the ground
that it is ‘not relevant in the
present time.” The photo
accompanied text under sec-
tion titled ‘Communalism,
Secularism and the Nation-
State’in Chapter 6.

CENTRAL RAILWAY

Bhusawal Division

E-TENDER NOTICE NO. BSL/
ELW/TENDER/2023-24/42

1} Mame of Work: Integrated
Management System (IMS), Energy
Managamenl Systam (EnMS) & 55
Recartification for ELWBEL 2}Estimated
Cost. Rs. 1,52 757 .35/~ (Rupees
One Lakh Fifty-Two Thousand Seven
Hundred Fifty-Seven & Tharty Five Palsa
anky) 3) Complation periad; 3G Months
4)Eamest Money Deposit: 37100/
{Rupeess Three thousand One hundred
anly,) 5) Last Date & time for closing
of uploading of tender: 03,05 2024
al 15:00 Hours 8) Waebs|te particulars,
www.ireps.gowv.in T) Notice Board
location & Address: [(Whare complete
details of tendar can be seean) | Office of
the Chief Workshop Manager, Electric
Locomolive Warkshap, Bhusaval,
Cantral Rallway, Old Varangaan Road,

Bhussval, PIM Code: 425201. P Apea- o
RailMadad Helpling 139

CENTRAL RAILWAY

VARIOUS WORMS

E-Tender Notice No. BE.EL.GSU.
P51.2024-25/1 Dated 02.04.2024
Senjor Divisional Elecirical Emgiraer
(GELY, 3rd Floor, Okl Area Manager's
buitding, Goods Depot, FO¥ melio Road,
Wadibundar, Mumbad -200 010 Tar and
an behalf of President of India, inviles
opan E-tender {In Two Packst system)
throwgh websibe waww irgps.gowvin from
established and repuled confracions for
thve fodlowing waork. The tender submitted
mianually, shall nol be accepted. The
last date of subrission of tender is 1l
15:00 hrs on 17052024 & tendar will
be opanaed after 15:15 Hrs on the same
day, Mame of work: Transporiation,
ereciion, testing and commissioning of
30442 MVE and 40056 BVA, 11 DEVZTEY
Transformers along with Design, supply,
ereclion, testing and commissioning
al 110Ky and 26K\ Circull Breakers
and associated eguipments in existing
110KN2E KW, AC Traction sub-station
in Mumbai division of Cenlsal Railaay,
Tender Cost (Approximate): Rs 1617
Crore Required Bid Secwrity: Rs,
958 6000- Yalidity of offer. 50 Days
Completion period! 24 Months
(inclieding monsoon) Complete details
al lander ara available al the wabsits
www,ireps.gov.in, The complele tender
documeant can be downkoaded from the

wabsita
ADEE/GSWEBEB, C.R., Wadibunder

Download UTS App for Tickets

Home min scraps FCRA
registration of 5 NGOs

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
New Delhi, April 3

THE UNION HOME Ministry
hascancelled theregistration of
at least five non-governmental
organisations (NGOs)underthe
Foreign Contribution Regula-
tionAct (FCRA)foralleged viola-
tion of various provisions,
sources said on Tuesday.

“With the cancellation of
their FCRA registration, these
NGOs will no longer be able to
receive foreign contributions
nor utilise the existing available
funds,’sources said.

The five NGOsare: Voluntary
Health Association of India, CNI
Synodical Board of Social Ser-
vices,Indo-Global Social Service
Society, Church's Auxiliary for
Social Action, and Evangelical
Fellowship of India.

None of the NGOs were
available for comment.

According to sources, the
NGOs faced action for allegedly
utilising funds for works that
were not in their mandate. The
NGOsviolated thelawsbybeing
involved in activities that are
contrarytothe provisionsof the
FCRA, they said.

The Voluntary Health Asso-
ciation of India (VHAI),set up in
1970,isafederation of 27 State
Voluntary Health Associations,
linking more than 4,500 health
and development institutions
across the country,according to
itswebsite.

The Synodical Board of
Social Services is the develop-

| MINISTRY OF
HOME AFFAIRS|

The five NGOs are:
Voluntary Health
Association of India, CNI
Synodical Board of Social
Services, Indo-Global
Social Service Society,
Church's Auxiliary for
Social Action, and
Evangelical Fellowship
of India
|

ment and justice board of the
Church of North India (CNI).
“CNI SBSS was formed as a
response of the Church to the
whole question of povertyand
related social justice for the
poor and exploited. It works
with marginalised communi-
ties throughout the geography
of CNI, following the Gospel of
Christ to liberate the poor and
oppressed from all forms of
enslavement,’ says its website,
adding that it has been work-
ing primarily with Dalits, Adi-
vasis and women who have
been “socially and economi-
cally excluded”.

The Indo-Global Social Ser-
vice Society,in itswebsite, says
thatitworkswith the mandate
for a humane social order
based on truth, justice, free-
dom and equity.

Thewebsite of the Church's
Auxiliary for Social Action
states that “though the initial
focuswas on providing imme-
diate relief to victims of nat-
ural and human-induced
calamities, it has today grown
intoa premierreliefand devel-
opment organisation in the
country”.“Its primary objective
is to strengthen the margin-
alised communities and pro-
mote sustainable develop-
ment,’it states,adding that the
organisation “carries out its
interventions irrespective of
religion, caste, creed, gender
and ethnicity”

The Evangelical Fellowship
of India,foundedin 1951,is“an
evangelical alliance called to
serve churches,institutionsand
individuals by strategic initia-
tives,capacitybuildingand forg-
ing solidarity”, says its website,
adding that it also contributes
towards “nation building”.

“Intotal, 20,721 FCRAreg-
istration have been cancelled
since 2012. 3,924 FCRA were
cancelled in 2012, four in
2013,59in2014,10,002 in
2015, 6 in 2016, 4,863 in
2017,0nein 2018,1,839 in
2019, nil in 2020, three in
2021, 15 in 2022, four in
2023,”according to data avail-
able with the Home Ministry.

Indian troops to leave from
Maldives by April: Muizzu

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Male, April 3

MALDIVES PRESIDENT
MOHAMED Muizzu has said
thatIndian military personnel
manning the second aviation
platform would be withdrawn
“within the current month”
and reiterated that the entire
processwould be completed by
May 10, a media report said
here on Wednesday.

Muizzu's statement
comes three weeks after the
first batch of approximately
25 Indian military personnel
stationed in the Maldives
manning a helicopter gifted
by India departed from the
island nation after handing

over the operations of the
chopper to an Indian civilian
crew as agreed ahead of the
March 10 deadline.
Eighty-eight Indian mili-
tary personnel were operat-
ing two helicopters and a
Dornier aircraft which were

providing humanitarian and
medical evacuation services
in this archipelagic nation.

Following a high-level
meeting in New Delhi on Feb-
ruary 2 between the two sides,
India agreed to replace its mil-
itary personnel operating the
three aviation platformsin the
Maldives by May 10.The first
batchleft theisland nationwell
before March 10.

State-owned Public Service
Media reported that Muizzu
made the fresh statement dur-
ing a public meeting. He also
reiterated his commitment to
preserving Maldives'indepen-
dence, emphasising that his
government is dedicated to
fulfilling this promise.

Recite preamble without imposing
Christian tradltlons Catholic body

R RADHIKA
New Delhi, April 3

RESPECTALLFAITHS and tra-
ditions, don’t force Christian
traditions on students of other
religions, have students recite
the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion during the daily morning
Assembly,and set up an“inter-
religious prayer room” on
school premises.

These are some of the major
suggestions made by the
Catholic Bishops' Conference
of India (CBCI) to all educa-
tional institutions under its
jurisdiction to help address
"emerging challenges due to
the current socio-cultural, reli-
gious, and political situation”
in the country.

The CBCl is the apex deci-
sion-making body represent-
ing the Catholiccommunityin
India. Under its aegis, are
approximately 14,000
schools, 650 colleges, seven
universities, five medical col-
leges and 450 technical and
vocational Institutions.

These suggestions are part
of a 13-page guideline and
instruction document issued
by the CBCI's Office for Educa-
tion and Culture Monday, fol-
lowing the 36th General Body
Meeting of the CBCIin January
in Bengaluru,where one of the
central themes discussed was
the Church's response to the
current socio-political situa-
tion in the country.

Issued for the first time,
these guidelines have been
introduced against the back-
drop of recent attacks and
protests against principals
and staff of educational insti-
tutions run by the Christians.

The most recent incident
took place in February when a
group of Bajrang Dal activists
staged a protest afterateacher
of a private Christian mission-
ary-run school in Tripura
allegedly prohibited a student

from wearing a wristband
adorned with a Hindu symbol
and confiscated it.

The same month, a radical
Hindu group in Assam gave
Christian schoolsin the statea
15-day ultimatum to remove
all Christian symbols and reli-
gious habits worn by priests,
nuns, and brothers on their
campuses.

Speaking to The Indian
Express, Father Maria Charles
SDB,national secretary of CBCI,
said that the church iswatchful
and sensitive tosuch situations,
even though he didn't want to
draw any connections between
these separate incidents.

The CBCI guidelines also
emphasise strengthening secu-
rity in educational institutes.

“Implement physical secu-
rity measures to control access
to school buildings and
grounds, such as locked doors,
entryway security systems, vis-
itor check-in procedures, and
surveillance cameras,” the
guidelines state.

“Given the political and
social situationwhich is emerg-
ingthese days,I thinkweneed to
be more sensitive as Catholic
schools. It is also a reminder to
the principals to be more sensi-
tive,because the majorityof our
students and teachers are
always from other faiths.All the
morereasonwhywealsoneed to
be more sensitive.We havebeen
teaching students the Preamble

formanyyears,notjust now.For
many years, we have believed
that all our students need to
know the Preamble and be
aware of the constitutional val-
ues,’ Father Charles said.

Apart from displaying the
Preamble to the Constitutionat
the entrance to the main school
building and making students
recite it during the morning
assembly, the guidelinesalsoask
schools to promote religious
and cultural sensitivity and
respect for diversity among not
just school students but also
staff members. It further sug-
geststraining oninclusive prac-
tices to create a welcoming and
harmoniousworkenvironment
in educational institutions.

Apart from the minority cer-
tificate that is issued to these
schools, the guidelines also rec-
ommends schools to “display
the photos of some of the
prominent Indian freedom
fighters, scientists, poets,
national leaders, etc. at the
school lobby, library, corridors,
etc”In addition, it calls for edu-
cational institutions to have a
separate ‘inter-religious prayer
room’ or  Sarvadharma
Prarthanalay on the school
premises.

“These guidelines are a gen-
tlereminder orawakeup call for
our educational institutions.
These are not suggested as a
method of defence mechanism,
ratherremindingall the schools,
how they need to be, how they
need to keep everything in
order,” he said,adding, “Certain
events here and there which
have happened, which are not
that palatable. And we, we need
to be always worried about our
studentsaswellastheteachers.”

While the guidelines largely
address Catholicschools,Father
Charles said that these are
applicable to all schools, col-
leges, technical and vocational
educational institutions under
the church.



